
County Council   2024 Regular Meeting   August 13, 2024 
10:00 A.M. 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the County Auditor, the public 
interests required that the Lake County Council, should be 
called to meet in regular session at this time, for the purpose 
of considering additional appropriations, a written notice was 
sent to each member of the Council, and proper advertisement 
made, and all other acts performed in accordance with the 
laws governing such matters. 

And now in obedience to such call, come Christine Cid, President, David Hamm, Ronald Brewer, Ted 
Bilski and Randy Niemeyer, County Councilpersons, together with Tom O’Donnell and Ray Szarmach, 
County Council Attorneys. Councilmen Charlie Brown and Pete Lindemulder were absent. 

In the Matter of Minutes – July 9, 2024 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were 
absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes, 2-absent. 

ORDINANCE #1498 

Section 1. Be It Ordained by the County Council of Lake County, IN., that for the expenses 
of the County Government and its institutions, the following sums of money are hereby 
appropriated and ordered set apart out of the several funds herein named and for the 
purposes herein appropriated, and shall be held to include all expenditures authorized 
to be made during the year unless otherwise expressly stipulated and provided by law. 

       Appropriation 
Requested   Appropriated 

County General Fund 1001 

Lake Sup Crt-County Div-Rm 1 4002 
63190 Other Professional Service $15,000.00  $15,000.00 

LADOS Div. 2 SAFE Grant Fund 8398 

LADOS Division 2 4009 
61190 Part-Time $4,325.00 $4,325.00 
61320 FICA – Deduction  $326.00 $326.00 
61360 Workman’s Comp. – Ded.   $125.00 $125.00 
62110 Office Supplies $6,308.00       Deferred to 9/10 /24 
63190 Other Professional Service $4,916.00 $4,916.00 

LC Coroners Reimbursement Grant Fund 8430 
Coroner’s Office 1007 
64490 Other Equipment $17,000.00 $17,000.00 

Community-Based Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Grant Fund 9392 

Juvenile Court 4005 
62410 Other Supplies $15,445.00      Deferred to 9/10/24 
63920 Food & Lodging $3,280.00       “” 
63995 Other Services & Charges $5,700.00       “” 
64490 Other Equipment $13,375.00       “” 

Life Work Self-Discovery Storytelling Program Grant Fund 9394 

Juvenile Court 4005 
63195 Contractual Services $14,550.00     Deferred to 9/10/24 

Superior Court Criminal Division Safe Grant Fund 9448 

Criminal Court 3002 
63190 Other Professional Service $19,379.35     Deferred to 9/10/24 

Adopted this 13th day of August, 2024. 
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TRANSFER OF FUNDS CERTIFICATE 

I, the proper legal officer of Lake County Council, Lake County, IN., hereby certify to  
the Auditor of Lake County, that the Lake County Council, approved the following transfers: 

Requested  Approved 
Auditor 1002 
County General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-62110 Office Supplies $7,500.00    Deferred to 9/10/24 
To: 1001-62410 Other Supplies  $7,500.00        “”      

Surveyor 1006 
MS4 Fund 1264 
From: 1264-61130 Technicians $42,000.00 $42,000.00 
To: 1264-63190 Other Professional Services $42,000.00 $42,000.00 

Center Twp. Assessor 2003 
General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-62110 Office Supplies $500.00  Deferred to 9/10/24 
To: 1001-62410 Other Supplies $500.00        “” 

Juvenile Court/C.A.S.A. 4006 
General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-61120 Professionals $10,000.00  Deferred to 9/10/24 
To: 1001-61100 Overtime $5,000.00        “” 

1001-63630 Maintenance & Service Cont. $5,000.00        “” 

IV-D Court 4007
County General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-61140 Protective Services $1,500.00 $1,500.00 
To: 1001-63995 Other Services & Charges $1,500.00 $1,500.00 

Juvenile Detention Center 8003 
County General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-61120 Professionals $110,000.00 $110,000.00 
To: 1001-61100 Overtime $110,000.00 $110,000.00 

and that such transfer does not necessitate expenditure of more money than was set out 
in detail in the budget as finally approved by the Department of Local Government Finance. 

This transfer was made at a regular public meeting according to proper ordinance, a 
copy of which is attached to this certificate. 

Dated this 13th day of August, 2024. 
Additionals 

Made Motion  Seconded 

County General Fund 1001 
Lake Sup Crt-County Div-Rm 1 4002 
($15,000) Hamm Bilski Majority voted yes. 

Brown and Lindemulder 
Were absent. Motion  
Carried 5-yes, 2-absent. 

LADOS Div. 2 SAFE Grant Fund 8398 Hamm Bilski Majority voted yes. 
LADOS Division 2 4009 Brown and Lindemulder 
($9,692) were absent. Motion  

Carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
LC Coroners Reimbursement Grant Fund 8430 
Coroner’s Office 1007          Niemeyer         Hamm Majority voted yes. 
($17,000) Brown and Lindemulder 

Were absent. Motion  
Carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

Community-Based Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Grant Fund 9392 

Juvenile Court 4005    Deferred to 9/10/2024* 
($37,800) 

Life Work Self-Discovery Storytelling Program Grant Fund 9394 

Juvenile Court 4005  Deferred to 9/10/2024** 
($14,550) 
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Superior Court Criminal Division Safe Grant Fund 9448 

Criminal Court 3002  Deferred to 9/10/2024*** 
$19,379.35 

*Juvenile Court 4005 – Fund 9392: Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to postpone to
9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone carried 5-yes,2-
absent.

**Juvenile Court 4005 – Fund 9394: Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to postpone to 
9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone carried 5-yes,2-
absent. 

***Criminal Court 3002 – Fund 9448: Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to postpone to 
9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone carried 5-yes,2-
absent.  

Transfers 

Made Motion  Seconded 

Auditor 1002 
County General Fund 1001 

($7,500) Deferred to 9/10/2024* 

Surveyor 1006 
MS4 Fund 1264          Niemeyer          Brewer Majority voted yes.  
($42,000) Brown and Lindemulder 

Were absent. Motion  
Carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

Center Twp. Assessor 2003 

General Fund 1001  Deferred to 9/10/2024** 
($500) 

Juvenile Court/C.A.S.A. 4006 

General Fund 1001  Deferred to 9/10/2024*** 
($10,000) 

IV-D Court 4007
County General Fund 1001 
($1,500) Hamm           Brewer Majority voted yes. 

Brown and Lindemulder 
Were absent. Motion 
Carried 5-yes, 2-absent. 

Juvenile Detention Center 8003 
County General Fund 1001 
($110,000)          Niemeyer          Hamm Majority voted yes.  

Brown and Lindemulder 
Were absent. Motion  
Carried 5-yes, 2-absent. 

*Auditor 1002 – Fund 1001: Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to postpone to 9/10/2024.
Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone carried 5-yes,2-absent.

**Center Twp. Assessor 2003 – Fund 1001: Bilski made the motion, seconded by Niemeyer, to postpone 
to 9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone carried 5-
yes,2-absent.  

*** Juvenile Court/C.A.S.A 4006 – Fund 1001: Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to postpone to 
9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone carried 5-yes,2-
absent.  

In the Matter of Auditor 1002 – Create New Line Item – General Fund 1001 

62410 Other Supplies 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to postpone to 9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone to 9/10/2024 carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Auditor 1002 – Revised 144 – General Fund 1001 – Effective (08-26-2024) 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve the following Revised 144 with an effective date 
8/26/2024: 

  Present Proposed  Difference 
16671-002 Real Estate Clerk    $30,432.00 $0.00    ($30,432.00) 
16168-001 Supervisor of Finance   $66,668.00 $97,100.00 $30,432.00 

Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were absent. Motion approve Revised 144 with an effective 
date of 8/26/2024 carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter of Auditor 1002 – Revised 144 – Auditor Ineligible Deduction Fund 1329 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve the following Revised 144: 

  Present  Proposed  Difference 
16671-003 Real Estate Clerk      $32,124.00 $0.00   ($32,124.00) 
39002-XXX Supplemental Pay NGenFnd 1329    $0.00  $13,124.00 $13,124.00 
39002-XXX Supplemental Pay NGenFnd 1329    $0.00  $12,000.00 $12,000.00 
39002-XXX Supplemental Pay NGenFnd 1329    $0.00  $7,000.00  $7,000.00 

Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were absent. Motion approve Revised 144 carried 5-yes,2-
absent. 

In the Matter of Center Township Assessor 2003 – Create New Line Item – General Fund 1001 

62410 Other Supplies 

Bilski made the motion, seconded by Niemeyer, to postpone to 9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone to 9/10/2024 carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter of Criminal Courts 3002 – Create New Line Item – Superior Court Criminal Division Safe 
Grant Fund 9448 

63190 Other Professional Service 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to postpone to 9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone to 9/10/2024 carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter of Juvenile Court 4005 – Create New Line Items – Community-Based Child Abuse & Neglect 
Prevention Grant Fund 9392 

62410 Other Supplies 
63920 Food & Lodging 
63995 Other Services & Charges 
64490 Other Equipment 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to postpone to 9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone to 9/10/2024 carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter of Juvenile Court 4005 – Create New Line Item – Life Work Self-Discovery Storytelling 
Program Grant Fund 9394 

63195 Contractual Services 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to postpone to 9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone to 9/10/2024 carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter of Juvenile Court/C.A.S.A. 4006 – Create New Line Item – General Fund 1001 

61100 Overtime 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to postpone to 9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone carried 5-yes,2-absent.  
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In the Matter of LADOS Division 2 4009 – Create New Line Item – LADOS Div. 2 SAFE Grant Fund 8398 

62110 Office Supplies 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to postpone to 9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone carried 5-yes,2-absent.  

In the Matter of Commissioners L.C. 911 9305 –  Revised 144 – Lake County 911 Fund 1399 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve the following Revised 144:  

Present Proposed Difference 
16402-001 Administrative Assistant $44,461.00  $0.00 ($44,461.00) 
XXXXX-XXX Office Manager  $0.00 $48,000.00  $48,000.00 

Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter of Sheriff 8001 – Grant Application(s) & Grant Approval(s) – Grant Oversight Committee – 
US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) – Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) = 
Homeland Security Grant Program (ALN: 97.067) – 2024 State Homeland Security Program – Enduring 
Needs Grant application 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter of Sheriff – Grant Application(s) & Grant Approval(s) – Grant Oversight Committee – US 
Department of Justice (DOJ) – 2024 Kevin and Avonte Program (ALN: 16.015) Grant application 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter of Sheriff – Grant Application(s) & Grant Approval(s) – Grant Oversight Committee US 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) – Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) = Homeland 
Security Grant Program (ALN: 97.067) – 2024 State Homeland Security Program – National Priorities 
Grant Application 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter Sheriff – Grant Application(s) & Grant Approval(s) – Grant Oversight Committee of US 
Department of Justice (DOJ) – Indiana Criminal Justice Institute (ICJI) = 2024 Project SAFE 
Neighborhoods Grant Application (ALN: 16.609) 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter of Emergency Management 9304 – Grant Application & Grant Approval – Grant Oversight 
Committee – US Department of Homeland Security (DHS) – Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) – Indiana Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) = Hazard Mitigation Grant Award (ALN: 
97.039) 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

In the Matter of Combined Election & Registration 5001 – Grant Application & Grant Approval – Grant 
Oversight Committee US Election Assistance Commission – Help American Vote Act (HAVA) program 
(ALN: 90.404) – Indiana Secretary of State Office (SOS) = 2024 HAVA Election Security Local Grant 
Application 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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In the Matter of County Council – 6001 – Non-Binding Review – I.C. 6-.1-17-3.6 - Estimated Maximum 
Levy 2025 and Estimated Circuit Breaker 2025 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to open Non-Binding review. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to open Non-Binding Review carried 5-yes, 2-absent. 

Hamm: “IC 6-1.1-17-3.6 County fiscal body review of levy limits and tax reductions from credits; meeting 
by county fiscal body: recommendations 

Sec. 3.6. (a) At the first meeting of the county fiscal body in August, the county fiscal body shall review the 
following: 

(1) The estimated levy limits provided by the department of local government finance under IC 6-1.1-18.5-
24.

(2) The estimate provided by the department of local government finance under IC 6-1.1-20.6-11.1 of how
each taxing unit's distribution of property taxes will be reduced by credits under IC 6-1.1-20.6.

(b) The county fiscal body may request that representatives from the taxing units located within the county
attend the meeting described in subsection (a).

(c) The county fiscal body must allow a representative of a taxing unit that attends the meeting described
in subsection (a) to comment on the taxing unit's proposed budgets, tax levies, and tax rates for the
ensuing calendar year.

(d) After the county fiscal body has held the meeting required by this section, the county fiscal body may
prepare and distribute a written recommendation for taxing units in the county. If the county fiscal body
does not prepare a written recommendation, the minutes of the meeting held under this section shall be
distributed by the county auditor to all taxing units in the county after the minutes have been approved by
the county fiscal body.”

Cid asked if all councilmembers have read the estimates in Exhibit “A”. All voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. 

Cid asked if any taxing units would like to speak.  

No taxing units were present.  

Cid ask if anyone from the public would like to speak.  

No commenters were present.  

Cid asked if anyone from the council would like to speak. 

There were no council comments.  

Bilski made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to close review. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to close review carried 5-yes, 2-absent.  

Cid directed the Auditor to the distribute the minutes to all taxing units after they have been approved. 
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In the Matter of County Council 6001 – Combined Councilmanic & Citizen Appointments – Criminal Justice 
Coordinating Committee: (1) County Council President of their Designee; (1) Mental Health Representative 

O’Donnell – The passing of ordinance 1498C make this moot so the council can take no action. 

NO ACTION 

In the Matter of Citizen Nomination – Economic Development Commission – Merrillville (1) Postponed 

July 

Bilski made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to postpone to 9/10/2024. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to postpone to 9/10/2024 carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Proclaiming September as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 

Brewer made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes, 2-absent.  
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In the Matter of Resolution in Support of September as Prostate Cancer Awareness Month 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes, 2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Proclaiming September as National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes, 2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Resolution to Approve the transfer of $360,972.22 from CEDIT Fund, Fund No. 4012 to 
Lake Debt Service of 2024 SRF Bond, Fund No. 4359 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were 
absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Lake County Commissioners 6002 – Interlocal Governmental Agreement – Joint Interlocal 
Cooperation Agreement between the Gary Community School Corporation and Lake County, Indiana for 
equipment and improvements for West Side High School Athletics in Calumet Township, Lake County, 
Indiana 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder were 
absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Lake County Commissioners 6002 – Joint Interlocal Cooperation Agreement Between the 
Town of New Chicago, Indiana and Lake County, Indiana for equipment for the New Chicago Police 
Department located in Hobart Township, Lake County, Indiana 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Lake County Commissioners 6002 – Interlocal Governmental Agreement – Lake County 
Commissioners’ adoption of the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement for the purchase of construction 
services and other services, supplies, and equipment for mutual benefit for removal, storage and match 
marking of Lake County Bridge # 36  

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Brown and Lindemulder 
were absent. Motion to approve carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Granting the Recorder’s Request to Use Monies from the Recorder’s 
Perpetuation Fund to Supplement the Recorder’s 2025 Budget 

Brewer made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to approve on First Reading carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

Brewer made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to First Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to Suspend Rules carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

Brewer made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. Brown 
and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the Pretrial Services Fund, A Non-Reverting Fund 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to approve on First Reading carried 5-yes, 2-absent. 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to Suspend Rules carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. Brown 
and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Amending the Lake County Part-Time Employees Pay Rate Ordinance for 
2024, Ordinance No. 1490B 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. Brown 
and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to approve on First Reading carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to First Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to Suspend Rules carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Brown and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the Local Justice Reinvestment Advisory Council and Repealing 
and Replacing the Ordinance Establishing the Criminal Justice Coordinating Committee, Ordinance No. 
1421A 

O’Donnell – This ordinance updates the membership and the terms associated with the state statute. 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to approve on First Reading carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to First Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Brown and 
Lindemulder were absent. Motion to Suspend Rules carried 5-yes,2-absent. 

Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. Brown 
and Lindemulder were absent. Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 5-yes,2-absent. 
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Public Comment: 

Dennis Hunter, Veteran, spoke regarding introducing Xpirient, a lifestyle and wellness club, available to 
Lake County residents. 

John G., combat disabled veteran, spoke regarding veterans not being exempt from excise tax on license 
plates in Lake County.   

There being no further business to come before the Council, it was moved and seconded that this Council 
does now adjourn, to meet again as required by law. 

_________________________ 
President, Lake County Council 

ATTEST: 

_____________________ 
Peggy Holinga Katona, 
Lake County Auditor 
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